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LIFE OF REV. JOSEPH MILNER. 
(Cogsinued from page 169,), 


Mr. Mitner’s labors were not 
confined to the town of Hull.— 
He was Curate, for upwards of 
seventeen years, of North Ferri- 
by, and afterwards Vicar of the 
same. ‘This beautiful little vil- 
lage lies near the Humber, about 
, nine miles from Hull, and a. 
‘bounds with the country-seats of 
the opulent. It was impossible 
to represent the Curate or the 
Vicar of this place as serving the 
cure for the sake of filthy lucre. 
The average annual profits were 
under thirty pounds, notwith- 
standing the great wealth of the 
inhabitants. On the Sunday, 
mornings, in summer, before the 
regular service, Mr. Milner heard 
the children repeat the catechism, 
and explained it go them in fa- 
miliar language, many, grown up 
persons attending When the 
morning service ,wag-ended, he 
returned to Hull te preach in the 
afterncon. He eontinued this 
laborious practice for many years, 
and as long as his health permit- 
tedhim. At F erriby also, as at 


2A 


me 
Hull, the richer sort became dis- 
usted with his doctrine, and im- 
patient of his exhortations ; but 
the common people, from all the 
geighboring parts, and not a few 
of the «more substantial farmers 
flocked to his church, and heard 
the word with gladness. 
As it was impossible for Mr. 
Milner to reside among his flock 
at Ferriby, and as he was sensible 


how much the probability of do- 


ing good is diminished by only 
seeing the people once in the 
week, however faithful the preach- 
er may be on the Sunday, his 
zeal for men’s eternal welfare in- 
duced him to visit this country 
village on the week days, as of- 
ten as a holyday allowed of his 
absence from his school, and gen- 
erally, on the afternoons of Sat- 
urdays. Many of his own pa- 
rishioneys and other serious per- 
sons used to meet him at his lodg- 
ings, or at some other conven- 
ient house ; and on these occa-. 
sions he read and explained the 
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Scriptures, and exhorted his peo- 
ple and prayed with them. 

Many years ago a neighboring 
clergyman of a most notoriously 
bad character, was so incensed at 
this practice of Mr. Milner, that 
he brought him befo##the mayor 
of Hull “by ar. information under 
the comveutical act. The mayor 
and the greater part of the alder- 


 mendisliked Mr. Milner’s proceed- 


ings, but they despised and de- 
tested the informer ; and as they 
did dot sufficiently feel their 
ground, they adjourned the con- 
sideration of the affair : before the 
next hearing Mr. Milner had pro- 
cured the best legal information 
which the kmgdom afforded ; and 
2 came into “court with a confi- 
deiee grounded on knowledge. 
With great tespect he informed 
the mayor and aldermen “ that 
he obeyed their summons merely 
out of civility to his patrons; but 
that the whole matter respecting 
his conduet in this instance was 
fo circumstanced, as not to*come 
under their jurisdiction or anthor- 
ity : that if an offence had been 
committed, it was of an ecclesias- 
tical nature ; and lastly that he 
spoke advisedly, and was well as- 
sured that by meeting his own 
parishionets in his own “parish, he 
had done nothing contrary to any 
law whatsoever.” The affair was 
quashed ; and the mayor of that 
day, a person neither remarkable 
for religion, morality, nor deco- 
rum, was heard to nse_expression$ 
upon the occasion, which need 
not be here repeated, and fo re- 
commend it to the two persons, 
imstead- of quarreljing, to shake 
hands and drink a botile of wie 
together. 
Hoes the curicus reader grow 
iMpaticni te be satisGed more par- 
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ticularly respecting the cause 
which preduced all this prodig- 
wus alteration both in Mr. Mjl- 

er’s own mind, and inthe regards 
of F hig people? Mr, Milner’s pub. 
lications will most effectually sat. 
isfy every inquiry of this sort.— 
The author, “though dead, yet 
speaketh :”? And, as no man on 


earth ever wrote, preached, or 


conversed with less f Sseece, let 
the serious reader consult his va 
rious writings. A more just, 
more concise, and more intelligi- 
ble account cannot be given of his 
principles, than that he w be trulya 
sincere member of the church of 
England. He believed the ar- 
ticles of the church in their plain, 
literal und grammatical sense ; 
and all his sermons were penned 
according to that interpretation of 
ads which they contain and 
express. With many persons un- 
acquainted with the history of re- 
ligious controversy in these king- 
doms, a sort of puzzle may still 
temain how tuch sentiments could 
on the one hand produce all this 
dislike and persecution from some 
of the people, and this resentment 
from his clerical brethren; and 
on the other could occasion such 
flocking to his churches. To ex- 
plain this difficulty im detail and 
with minuteness,,gis neither pleas- 
ant nor necesfary. Mi this place ; 
bait it may Im some measure open 
he eyes of the intclligent to sug- 
gest, “ that our author ceriainly 
did believe and*maihtain that the 
clergy of the eStabiislfmert, in 
general, had very mach deviated 
i the principles which * they 
profess, and to which they sub- 
scribe their assent: That the 
ieading desk and the pulpit were 
often at variance ; and that t- 
stead of setting forth to the us- 
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derstanding with plai iness, and 
pressing upon the conscience with 
energy, the great and peculiar 
truths of the gospel, sen as the 
doctrines of original sin, of justi- 
fication by faith, and occ egencra- 
tion by the Holy Spirit, as stated 
in the articles and homilies of the 
church of England, the clergy in 
general were subs stituting in their 
place a system of little more than 
Pagan ethics.” He further main- 
tained, *“‘that by their fruits ye 
might know them ; that one sys- 
tem was fruitful in good works, 
and the other prpenes ive of pride, 
self-righteousness, and attachmen 
to the ways of the world.” To 
all which it should be_added, that 
Mr, M. had never the least hesi- 
tation in owning, tHat he himself, 
dyting the first years of his being 
in holy orders, was as deeply in- 
volved as any person could be in 
this charge of departing from the 
genuine religion of the Bible and 
of the establishment to which he 
beloneced; that he had been ac- 
tive and earnest in corrupting the 
most important passages of Scrip- 
ture and articles of faith ; that 
though his own conscience never 
in the smallest degree accused 
him of imsincerity or hypocrisy, 
yet his * zeaLhad been without 
knowledge ;”” that the tendency 
of his warm addresses to the peo- 
ple, before his conversion, whéh 
he used often to bring forward 
the peculiarities of the gospel, 
must have beengo explain away 
those peculiarities, and misguide 
his avdience.; and lastly, that, i in 
fact, at that time, he did not un- 
derstand the nature of Christ’s 
salvation, had never experienced 
its humbling operation on the 
mind of a truly “penit ent sinner, 
but was building an edifice both 
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of religious doctrine and practice 
ona self-ri ighteous foundation. 

‘The reader is to observe, that 
the state of persecution above des- 
cribed, as well as the violent agi¢ 
tation of men’s passions concerns 
ing religious subjects, did not con- 
tinue during the whole of Mr. 
Milner’s ministry. The storm 
subsided, a good deal, after the 
first seven or eight years ; where- 
as the duration of Mr. Milner’s 
serious and active ministry is to 
be reckéned frdm about the twen- 
ty-seventh year of his age to his 
fifty fourth. Many causes con- 

cugted to abate the storm of pre}- 
udice, and to produce milder sen. 
timents of him and his ministra- 
tions. 

The great cance of all was the 
Steady, upright, persevering, dis- 
sateen conduct of the preach 

himself. The farmers and 
pow people were affected with 
the thought, “ This man comes 
here in bad weather when he i3 
fot obliged to come, and takes 


ail this extraordinary pains, and 


gets nothing for it but abuse.— 
‘There must be good motives at 
the bottom.”” And in the town, 
the more thinkin ng » by de- 
grees, ceased to denomi aha his 
excestes by any harsher ndme than 
mistaken zeal, vile they were 


compelled to ace nowledze his 
exemplary benevolence and inde- 
fatizable mdusiry. 

The stale hackneye objec- 


b 
tions of ate aching faith only, and 
of telling men that, if they did 
but beliewss they might continue 
to be as wicked as they pleased, 
and still go to heaven, wane s0 
unfounded in truth, and had been 
so often answered and contuted, 
and Mr. Milner was so distinct 


and gu arde din his statemezts of 
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the different branches of evan- 
gelical truth, that every species of 
opposition, in the way of argu- 
ment, had dwindled to nothing. 
Thus, the adversaries of the 
preacher having lost all hold of 
the broad and obvious objections, 
were found by no means sufhi- 
ciently experienced, either in the 
history of religious controversies, 
or in the simple contents of the 
sacred volume, to support a 
plausible opposition by subtile 
distinctions or dexterous evasions. 
Even such of the neighboring 
clergy as retained their prejudi- 
ces in full force, shewed their 
hostility only by retailing wretch- 
ed and contemptuous stories ; 
and by exaggerations and mis- 
representations, both of actions 
and words. ‘Tully well observes, 
that itis an easy matter to turn 
into ridicule a glowing expression, 
when it is separatea from the con- 
text, which had warmed the feel- 
ings of the audience. 

Several persons, who, in the 
vigor of their heaJth and spirtts, 
had preserved a bitter and un- 
conquerable enmity to Mr. Mil- 
ner and his doctrines, were stag- 
gered in their sentiments, and 
softened in their resentment, as 
the prospect of the grave drew 
nearer. Some, who for many 
years had shut their doors against 
their uncharitable pastor, now judg- 
ed him the most wise and faith- 
ful adviser that could be found. 
Sick persons, in spite of the re- 
monstrancesof thehealthy-branch- 
es of the family, in many instan- 
ces insisted upon seeing the tre- 
mendous enthusiast ; and he was 
admitted into the closet or to 
the bed-side. On these occa- 
sions, Mr. Milner always said he 
found far more difficulty in man- 


* 
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aging the healthy by-standers 
than the sick patient. Their ob. 
ject was generally, to quiet the 
conscience, by puffing up the sick 


person with the remembrance of 


his past good actions ; and they 
dreaded lest the minister should 
frighten the feeble man to dis. 
traction. Mr. Milner’s view was 
directly the contrary, to lay the 
penitent sinner at the foot of the 
cross, and to make a well-found. 
ed hope grow out of a genuine 
contrition. At these times the 
parson’s words were always 
watched with jealousy, and some- 
times misrepresented with malig- 
nity; yet on the whole, such 
scenes necessarily tended to soft- 
en enmity and subdue animosity, 
and in many cases to procure 
friendship and esteem. Even 
when the sick man recovered 
from his danger, and returned, 
as iS too often the case, to his 
usual careless or wicked course 
of life ; something had passed in 
those private and awful scenes, 
which had convinced him of Mr. 
Milner’s sincere regard for men’s 
immortal interests, of his mild and 
compassionate earnestness aS a 
spiritual imstructor, and of his 
perfect readiness to return good 
for evil. And it may be added, 
that something also probably had 
dropped from the man_ himself 
during the alarms of conscience, 
which he could not entirely for- 
get. Not a single instance oc- 
curred, where a-person, who had 
been in such circumstances, was 
sufficiently profane and intrepid 
to revile Mr. Milner in future ; 
but there were many lamentable 
instances where the very meeting 
of his person was diligepsly avoid- 
ed: When that did happen, Mr. 


Milner, with an undeseribab'e 
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mixture of pity, grief, and re- 
proof, darted a piercing look, and 
heaved a sigh, which* were per- 
fectly understood by the unhappy 
object. 
Notonly at Hull, but through- 
out the kingdom, a very consid- 
erable revival ef practical reli- 
gion took place during these 
years, particularly among the 
poorer and the middle ranks of 
society. ‘The Methodists had 
sounded the alarm ; and the cler- 
gy of the establishment were rous- 
ed. The Scriptures were exam- 
ined and searched, “* whether 
these things were so.””? The name 
of Methodist, when applied to 
such persons as Mr. Milner, ceas- 
ed, in a great measure, to be dis- 
graceful with thinking people. 
At least they found that there 
might be much danger of sweep- 
ing away, under such a reproach- 
ful description, every thing that 
was godly. Some of the bishops, 
who had conceived great prejudi- 


ces against every thing connected 


with that term, saw abundant 
reason to alter their judgment, 
and to admit charges of that na- 
ture with greater precaution. In 
a word, it was found necessary to 
separate what was really wild, 
disorderly, ranting, indigested, 
and enthusiastic, from substantial 
and sound doctrine, and from a 
sober and laudable contention for 
the faith of the Gospel. In this 
revival of religion the dissenters 
were not without'a share ; but it 
was principally brought about in 
the establishment- Serious cler- 
gymefi increased in number, and 
so did the serious members of 
their congregations. 

These were among the most 
powerful causes which concurred 
toreplace Mr. Milner once more 


in the esteem of the inhabitants 
of the town and vicinity of Hull. 
He did not return to them. 'They 
came over to him. .Great num- 
bers of the poorer and of ‘the 
middle classes of society became 
truly religious in practice ; and 
almost all persons affected to ap- 
prove Mr. Milner’s way of stating 
the truths of the Gospel. In ef- 
fect, the sentiments which he de- 
fended and explained in the pul- 
pit, became so fashionable, that 
no clergyman was well received 
at Hull, who opposed or cid not 
support them. ‘There sad beena 
time when it was no easy matter 
for a scholar of Mr. Milner to 
procure ordination, but every 
prejudice of that sort had subsid- 
ed for many years ; and the arch- 
bishop of York, in particular, 
had reason to conclude that there 
was notin all his diocese, a cler- 
gyman more sound in principle, 
or more exemplary in practice, 
than the man who had formerly 
been accounted the head of the 
enthusiasts. In fact, Mr. Milner 
always exceedingly disapproved 
of premature ordination ; and Ais 
pupils were always found at the 
times of examination for holy or- 
ders, well qualified in learning ; 
nor was he himself ever in his 
whole life, guilty of the smallest 
irregularity or breach of order ; 
and he was well known as a warm 
and sincere defender of the estab. 
lishment, in his conversations, in 
his writings, and in his pulpit. 
This laborious servant ef God, 
neither courted nor desired the 
praises of the world. His eye 
was single. He used to lament 
grievously, that his endeavours 
were less effectual in the latter 
years of his serious ministry, 
when he was become a sort of a 
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favorite again, than in the former, 
during the wolence of opposition 
and persecution. He said, “ that 
talkers concerning religion a- 
bounded; but that there was 
very little heart-work : All were 
become approvers of true Chris- 
tian doctrine ; but numbers, In 
the midst of their professions, 
remained too much like the rest 
of the world ; ambitious, greedy 
of gain, followers of pleasure. 
Not so formerly,” continued he ; 
‘““4 truly sincere and religious 
character was then derided, des- 
pised, persecuted; and nobody, 
who was not deeply in earnest, 
supported faithfully the triai of 
these crosses. The religion of 
Christis not of this world.” He 
further complained, that at Hull, 
many had heard the Gospel so 
long without bearing fruit, that 
they were grown hardened and 
incurable. What could be more 
discouraging, thanto hear men 
repeatedly allow that the “ affec- 
tions ought to be set on things a- 
hove,” and discever by their 
uniform conduct that they con- 
tinue as greedy as ever of all that 
the world has to give ? He used 
to express far more hopes in some 
instances, Where there was a 
warm and eager opposition to his 
ideas of the Gospel, particularly 
if he could discern the conscience 
to be troubled. | 

‘The writer has been informed, 
that after all the explanation fur- 
nished in the several pages of the 
first edition of this Narrative, re- 
specting the religious sentiments 
of. Mr. Milner and the change 
which they underwent, some 
well disposed persons have ex- 
pressed a wish that still further 
light had been thrown on these 
subjects. 


Lije of Kev. Joseph Milner. 
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Two distinct questions are ask. 
ed; 1. What defect or failing 
could there be, or what change 
could be necessary in the charac. 
ter of a. clergyman, who, from 
his first ~going into orders, js 
stated to have been a proficient 
in literature, sacred and profane ; 
perfectly orthodox in opinion , 
zealous and practical in preach. 
ing ; and exemplary in conduct? 
2. If an alteration for the better 
really tonk place ; what are the 
circumstances, which contributed 
to the improvement of a charac. 
ter, apparently already so excel. 
lent ? In one word, what is the 
history and the nature of the al. 
teration? ; 

It must be acknowledged, that 
these are not questions of speci 
lation or mere curiosity ; ‘hey 
lead to discussions of the last im. 
portance ; but however instruc. 
tive the answers to them might 
prove, it would take the writer 
too much out of his way, to at- 
tempt now to do complete justice 
to such erquiries.5 He mus 
therefore be brief. 

_ Ithas already been hinted, that 
the first question calls for a clear 
knowledge of the history of the 
revival of true religion, which 
has taken. place in this country, 
during the last fifty or sixty years. 
Men must be made aware, thal 
there isa manner of maintaining 
a reputation for orthodoxy, when 
in fact the sentiments, on ihe 
whole, are Widely different and 
even opposite to those of our re- 
formers and the-composers-of the 
articles of out religious establish- 
ment. To the judgment of many 
persons, the term orthodoxy, con- 
veys no idea beyond the belief 0! 
the doctrine of the Trinity and 
the atonement of Christ, in some 
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sense or other, without being very 
nice in this latter article ; and, 
agreeable to this belief, divines 
are often denominated orthodox, 
or the contrary. ‘To the nume. 
rous class of divines, orthodox in 
this sense and no further, our 
author certainly belonged when 
he made his first appearance in 
the town of Hull. It may be said, 
that, even at that time, it was his 
custom. to introduce into view, 
much more than is usually done 
by those preachers among whom 
he is here classed, the’ peculiar 
truths of Christianity; as the 
doctrine of original sin, of justi- 
fication by faith, and of regenera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit: And 
this is true : but it will not thence 
follow, that he ought not to be 
ranked at that time, among those, 
whom he afterward considered 
as mischievous corrupters of the 
pure doctrines of the Church. A 
thousand times he has been heard 
to’ acknowledge, that whenever 
he meddled with the precious 
truths last mentioned, he was sure 
to mar and spoil them, partly by 
directly opposing their spirit, and 
partly by confusing their mean- 
ing and frittering it away to no- 
thing; and then he would la- 
ment that he had not at that 
time so learned Christ, .as either 
inhis own case to feel his need of 
him as.a Savior frem sin and its 
consequences ; or in the cases of 
others, to know the scriptural 
mode of applying *the’salvation of 
the Gospel to the relief of contrite 
hearts‘’and troubled consciences. 
Here then was the defect of this 
excellent scholar, this xcalous 
preacher ‘admired ‘so much, and 
esteemed so very orthodox ; and 
here the reader finds some answer 
tothe first question: Numbers 
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of learned and amiable clerical 
characters, it is much to be fears 
ed, are at this moment deficient 
ina similar-way. It is not that 
the scriptures are obscure: It is 
not that our articles- of religion 
are not penned with. precision : 
‘There is a departure from sound 
doctrine ; and the true. cause..of 
this departure is, that we “ lean 


to our own understanding ;’’ and. 


that, being ignorant of God?s 
righteousness, and going about to 
establish our own righteousness, 
we do not submit ourselves to the 
righteousness of God.* 

For the purpose of satisfying, 
in some measure, the objects of 
the second question, it- may be 
proper to observe, in the first 
place, that the nature of the de- 
fects of Mr. Milner, considered 
either as a teacher of the Gospel 
or simply as a Christian, and con- 
sequently the nature of the re- 
quisite change, which is stated to 
have actually taken place, in his 
sentiments and practice, suffi. 
Ciently appears from what has 
been now said in answer to the 
former question. Few words, 
therefore, respecting the circum- 
stances of this change,: will be 
necessary. : 

Let it be remembered then, 
that if any. man will do the will 
of God, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God.+ 
At all times, Mr. Milner appears 
to have been obedient to his con- 
victions: Atno period of his life 
are his faith and practice at vari- 
ance. We always find him dili- 
gent and zealous, always acting 
upon system, incessantly laboring 
to obtain light in Divine things, 

nd diffusing that light, among 
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* Rom. x, 3. + John vii, 17. 
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his $ellow creatures, for their eter- 
nal benefit, with unwearied per- 
severance. If we cordially re- 
ceive the testimony of the holy 
Scriptures, we are bound to con- 
clude, that such a character, with 
the Bible in his hands, would not 
be permitted to remain in the dark, 
or in error, as far as essentials are 
concerned. On this head, the 
Divine promises, directly in point, 
are innumerable. Doubtless, 
therefore, the pious reader will, 
in the first place, see reason to 
refer ultimately the revolution in 
sentiment aad practice, of which 
we are here endeavouring to give 
some account, to the effectual 
teaching and influence of the 
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Holy Spirit. .Nor is this infer. 
ence, in the smallest degree, 
weakened by the consideration of 
the length of time, which elapsed, 
before the revolution was com. 
pleted: The Divine agency is 
not limited to any particular time 
or mode of operation, — It is the 
nature of the change which points 
out, and which obliges us to ac. 
knowledge, the cause. ‘** Thisis 
the finger of God ;”? the revolu. 
tion in question, was a revolution 
of the whole man. in spiritual 
things : There was an enlighten. 
ing of the understanding ;_ there 
was a conversion of the heart. 


(To be continued. ) 
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TRUE RELIGION DESCRIBED, AND SOME OF ITS COUNTERFEITS 
MNETECTED. 


? 


( Concluded from page 172. ) 


From the description given of 
true religion some of its counter- 
feits may be ascertained. 

i. Joy is an affection easily 
counterfeited. A transition from 
a place/ot reat danger toa place 
of entire safety is always attended 
with that feeling called joy. 
Danger, when seen, produces 
fear, which isan uneasy, uncom- 
fortable feeling. An idea of 
safety affurds pleasure and satis- 
faction. ‘This pleasure is greatly 
increased by contrasting it with 
eminent danger. Of course a 
sudden transition from a very 


dangerous to a safe condition | 


will produce high and lively joy. 
This all know, who have experi- 
ericed a sudden change of thts 
nature. The feelings of the Jews, 
after they had cressed the red 
sea, is a striking illustration of 
this truth. In such instances no 


-change of heart is necessary to 


account for the deys, which are 
experienced, A 
If a person has a Sense of his 


“wickedness, hjs desert of “tell, 


and momentary hability to fall 
into the awful abyss of ruin, he 
then has a clear view of his dan- 
ger, which excites fhe most dis- 
tressing fears.” If, while in this 
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condition, he should” by afiy 
means be made to dcheve, that He 
is born again, he has in his own 
view, suddenly passed from a 


mest dangerous to a safe’and se- 


cure state. A belief that this 1s 
areality must Occasion great joy- 
The joy will be as great as it 
would be in case the change was 
areality. For in his view it isa 
reality. 

Now, when persons are greatly 
exercised in mind witha sense of 
their danger, many things may 
take place, which often cause 
them to Selieve they have passed 
from death to-life. As having 
passages of Scripture suggested to 
the mind, or whispéred in the 
ear in an unusual manner, res 
markable dreams,. and visions to 
which mankind. are very liable, 
when greatly agitated in mind, 
some alteration in their feelings 
occasioned by they know not 
what, and other things of a sim- 
ilar natwre, may and often are 
considered by many persons as 
evidences of a change of heart, 
which produce in them a (elief, 
that they are renewed. When 
this belief exists they aie filled 
with joy. For in their view they 
have passed from a most danger- 
ous to.a safe condition: A real. 
change of heart would not pro- 
duce greater joy, than the one 
they beliewe they have experienced. 
In this way a delusion may 
touch the heart with as rapturous 
emotions of delight as @ reality. 
In such a way the gtony ground 
hearemg were deceived. They 
heard the word and‘anon with 
joy received it. By some means 
they were, io essed with a belicf 
of a change Reart, and this 
occasioned their joy, When 
persons in the manner described 
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- fruits. 


are filled with joy their fears 
leave them, ‘and all that distress, * 
or burden, which they experien« 
ced in view-of their awful dan- 
ger. The relief, they feel, serves 
to’ increase their belief, that ai 
change has been affected, and to 
heighten their joy. Their joy, 
also, confirms their hope.” For 
they consider this as a very cet- 
tain evidence of a saving change. 
‘The hope they have obtained 
occasions their jov, and their joy 
strengthens their hope. They’ 
have a mutual reaction.. In this 
way the hope cf hypocrites is 
maintained, until they awake in 
eternity, and find the whole has 
been a delusion. If persons wish 
to avoid delusions of ‘this kind, 
they must be careful not to place 
the /east dependence on dreams; 
visions, bodily agitations, or sug- 
gestions, or any thing of a similar 
nature. 

If they wish to snew, whether 
the alteration in their feelings, 
which they have experienced, is 
saving or not, they must carefully 
enquire, which wrs first, their be- 
lief or their soy. If an idea that 
a saving change has been wrought 

in them is antecedent go their joys 

they have reason to conclude, it 
is only the jdy of a stony ae 
hearer. 

For nothing car be relied on 
as an evidence of a change of 
heart, but its fruits. Joy is otten 
one of. the first, and most sensible 
sut as this; in the way 
described, is easily counterfeited, 


‘very littke dependence is to be 


placed upon it. ‘Those fruits, 
which are not go easily counterfeit- 
ed, such as a sense ot the odioug 
and loathsome nature of sin, coms 
nonly appear to young converts 
as evidences against them, and 
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not: intheir favor, they often 
say, how can a creature, who has 
a heart so vile, so blind, so stupid, 
be a chyistian.. Hence those, 
who are.the least apt to be de- 
ceived, and give most evidence, 
as they advance in life, of real 
piety; .are commonly persons, 
who did not suddenly obtain any 
hope for themselves.” While 
those, who are. very Sure they are 
christians, merely because they 
have experienced some emotions 
of joy, after a while fall away, 
and give eyidence of hypocrisy. 

Let it be carefully remember- 
ed, that dreams, visions, unucual 
suggestions, bodily  agitations, 
and things of a similar nature, 
are not the fruits of a new heart. 
They are not reckoned among the 
fruits of the spirit any where in 
the word of Gaod., Sinners may 
experience them as weil as saints. 
Hence no dependence cught.to be 
placed upon them, although. they 
may occasion the greatest joy. 
Yet it is well to observé such 
things will not produce joy, un- 
less, by depending upon. them as 
evidences of grace, they create a 
belief, or hope, that. the heart is 
renewed. Hence the glory of di- 
vine objects is not the source of 


their joy, but the Aope that they. 


are now Safe, though a few: min- 
utes before they were in the 
greatest dangef, occasions their 
ecstacy. And those, who are the 
least acquainted with the opera- 
tions of the human heart, are the 
most aptto be tmposed on by a 
counterteit joy. But, 

2. Zeal is another emotion or 
feeling of the heart easily coun- 
terfeited. This is often the at- 
tendant of joy, and the flame 
kindled by spiritual pride. So 
that acounterfeit joy will -be at- 
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tended with a warm zeal, as well 
asa really christian joy. Asa 


false zeal‘is not commonly at. 


tended with much sense of vile. 
ness, nothingness, blindness, ig. 
norance and stupidity, to check, 
and restrain it, it stimulates per- 
sons to be very forward and bold 
in religion ; especially in public. 
They are very talkative, ready 
to pray, exhort, or do any thing, 
which will be considered as a 
manifestation of great piety. A 
hypocrite is a person, who has 
but little acquaintance with his 
own heart. Being very confident 
he isa christian, he appears well 
in his own sight. ‘Though he 
does not know it, yet he is proud 
ofhis religion. He isholier than 
others in his own view. Pride 
prompts him to display his zeal, 
to exercise his gifts, and. manifest 
to the world his eminent attain- 
ments in religion. 

All this was abundantly illus. 
trated by the Pharisees, whom 
our Savior pronounéed to be hy- 
pocrites. They had no sense of 
the vileness of their hearts. They 
had a high opinion of their own 
piety, which opinion is spiritual 
pride. As nothing gratifies it so 
much, as.to be esteemed by oth- 
ers as eminent saints, it prompted 
them to be frequent in those du. 
ties, which evidence a great de- 
gree of sanctity. Hence the rea- 
son why they wefe co punctual in 
observing all the ceremonies of 
the law, sofrequently praying 
in the streets, and exerting them- 
selves to make proselytes to their 
sect. In Tike manner a false 
zeal, which is the fire of spiritua! 
pride, will operate in every age 
of the world. ¥ “heir delief of a 
change. wrought in their hearts, 


at first, occasioned their joy- 
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Their joy and zeal confirmed 
their hope. Pride, or a high 
opinion of their own religion op- 
erating in conjunction with ofher 
feelings prompts them to make a 
great display of religion.. 

But this zeal is not the flame of 

tuelove. It isnot accompanied 
with other christian graces, such 
as a deep sense of great vileness, 
and unworthiness, meekness, hu- 
mility, and earnest desires after 
increased purity of heart, and 
further engagedness in the Ser- 
vice of God. For they are full. 
In their own view they have so 
much religion, they scarcely need 
any more. Such zeal is not the 
fruit of anew heart, but the off- 
spring of spiritual pride. 

3. Conviction of the truth is 
not religion. All, who are really 
pious, have the most genuine 
conviction ; but many have con- 
viction, who have no.. religion. 
This is the case with all wicked 
beings in hell. ‘They have con- 
viction, but no_ benevolence. 
Many mistake. conviction for 
conversion, and so are deceived 
to their finalruin. Persons may 
have the clearest views of truth, 
and give a full assent to it, yet 
have no love for it. Nothing is 
wanting, but sufficient light to 
convince the mind of truth. 
Yet they may not have any relish 
forit. Hence as conviction is 
not love, is not a trelish for divine 
objects, it isnot religion. 


4, Extraordinary gifts are not ~ 


religion. This is clearly taught 
by our Savior and the apostle 
Paul. He obsé@rves, 1 Cor. 12. 
Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, though I 
have the giff of prophecy, and 
Sodsmiot all mysteries, and all 
knowledge, and though I have 
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all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and though 1! bestow* 
all my goods to feed the poor, 


_and though I give my body to 


be burned, and have not charity 
it profiteth me nothing. Here 
the Apostle makes true religion 
to conzist essentially in charity, 
or love. For by charity here 


‘love is meant. And he express- 


ly teaches, though a person may 
speak with the greatest eloquence, 
explain mysteries, predict events, 
work miracles, give away all he 
possessed to the poor, and consent 
to be burned at the stake ; yet if 
love is wanting he has no religion. 
Hence, as. thete extraordinary 
things are not love, or religion, 
persons may have them, yet be 
enemies to God., Agreeably to 
this Christ ‘says, Mat. vii. 21. 
Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shati enter into 
the kingdom of heaven ; but he 
that doeth the will of my father, 
whichis in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name, and in thy name have 
cast out Devils, andinthy name 
have done many wonderful works, 
Then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you; depart from 
me ye workers of iniquity. Men 
may prophesy, work miracles, 
and perform many wonderful 
works, yet not do the will of 
God, but be workers of iniquity. 
None do God’s will, but those, 
who have that love, which the 
law and gospel require, and bring 
forth the fruits of it. 
Notwithstanding we are ex. 
pressly taught, that a man may 
possess extraordinary gifts, and 
perform wonderful things ; who 
isan enemy to God, yet if a per. 
son inour day should predict 
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future events, work miraclesy 
speak with ‘eloquente; and mani- 
fest a readiness to give all he 
had to the poor, and to be burn- 
ed atthe stake, how many would 
be fully convinced by such ap- 
pearances only, that he was a re- 
al and great saint. They would 
consider such things as the great- 
est evidences of real piety. How 
little, then, are many acquainted 
with the real and genuine eviden- 
ces of godliness in the heart. No 
wonder they are so often and so 
easily imposed upon by mere ap- 
pearances, because they are un- 
common and_ extraordinary. 
Extraordinary gifts are evidences, 
that persons, who have them, are 
assisted by God; but they are 
no direct evidences of grace. 
Nothing can be relied on with 
safety as an evidence of grace, 
but those fruits, which a holy 
relish of‘heart, or love, will pro- 
duce. An impenitent sinner ne- 
ver has any of the fruits of a new 
heart. He may have their coun- 
terfeits, and possess extraordinary 
gifts. But till he exhibits some 
real fruit of the spirit, or of di- 
vine love, he gives no real evi- 
dence of piety. Is it an awful 
thing to be deceived, and to meet 
with Y everlasting disappointment ? 
Then how important it is that 
every person should be able to 
distinguish clearly between real 
evidences of grace, and their 
ties es ; those great appear- 

nees Of religion by which many 
are so often deceived. 

On the whole, all may see, un- 
less they wish to be deceived, that 
persons may prophecy, as Ba- 
laam did, may have another, net 
a new, heart, like Saul, may 
havg great convictions, and faith, 

2 RE tremble, like the devils, 


Saving Faith and tts Results. 


{Juxr 


may have the most flaming zeal, 
like the pharisees, may, have ex 

traordinary dreams, and Yisions, 
may have their bodies greatly 
affected, and fall into trances, 
may have great joys like the sto. 
ny ground hearers; may speak 
with gtreat-eloquence in the name 
of the Lord, like the false proph. 
ets, may :work. miracles, may 
give their goods to feed the poor, 
and bo dies to be burned, yet 
have no religion, no relish for 
divine objects. Persons may not 
have one of these things in thei 
favor, yet be real saints. If they 
believe in Christ, if they hate sin, 
and: rsourn for it, if they are 
humble, meek, and gentle, if re. 
maining corruption is their great- 

est burden, if they pant after the 
living God, and hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, they 
have the inward fruits of -the 
spirit, and if their life correspond 
with such affections, they have 
reason to believe that they possess 
that holy relish, which prepares 
them for heavenly enjoyments. 


N. 


SAVING FAITH AND ITS RESULTS. 


No. 2. 
(Continued from page 48.) 


It is not unknown, that good 
men have asserted the pardon of 
sin, to be the immediate and prop. 
er object of saving faith. “ Di- 
vine faith,” it is said, **is our be- 
lieving God’s testimony to us 
that he forgives our sins, 1s recon- 
ciled to us, and gives us eternal 
life.” Alas! how’ prone is im- 
perfect man to err. Where ig 
this testimony found to be direct- 
ed to an unregenerate sinner : 
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He that belieweth not is condemned 


and the wrath of God abideth on 


himyis the uniform tenor of the 
sacred volume. While condemn- 
ed and pressed by the weight of 
Heaven’s wrath, does Jehoyah 
call upon hjs creature to believe, 
that his sing, are forgiven? If he 
believe the truth, he must allow 


‘his state to be that of condemna- 


tion, while an unbeliever; and 
can it be credited, that the foun- 
tain oi truth and consistency, 
would call on man to believe a 
thing to be, and net to be at the 
same time? 

True it is; that some of the 
first reformers taught this doc- 
trine; and hence it is sometimes 
inferred, that the bold assertion 
of assurance being the essence of 
faith, was the grand engine, in the 
hand of the Spirit, to penetrate 
the bulwarks of popery. Conclu- 
sions favoring an embraced o- 
pinion, will often be admitted, 
without much attention to the 
promises whence they are drawn. 
The mounds of popery fell before 
the doctrines of the reformation. 
Would it be fair for the Luther- 
an, hence to conclude, that the 
fiction of consubstantiation, was 
the great engine of producing 
that effect? Is it not more reason- 
able to ascribe that event, under 
God, to the doctrine of the Sav- 
ior’s merit int opposition to that 
of mans ?—to the sufficiency of 
Divine revelation, as a rule of 
jife to the refutation of the tradi- 
tions of men f-to the simplicity 
of gospel worship, in place of the 
endless round of the rites of su- 
perstition ?—to the holy lives of 
the reformed, when compared 


swith the licentious sons. of the 
*“ mother of harlots 2’ 


In the case before us, we have 
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an evidence of the falibility of 
man. In opposing the general 
and obscure faith of the man of 
sin, some of those heroes for truth 
took an opposite extreme—In hu- 
man conduct there .is nothing 
more common than this.* Men 
of feeble mind in following days, 
viewing with pious regard the fa- 
bric of the reformation, took pos- 
session of the venerable edifice, 
and either incapable, or indispos- 
ed to consider what properly be- 
longed to it, havécontended for 
some appendages as fundamen- 
tal, though not only marring its 
beauty; but also really unconnect- 
ed with the foundation of the 
godly superstructure, except it be 
a connexion subversive of the 
whole. 

It isadmitted that assurance is 
a fruit-of faith; but the fruit 
may fall, while the existence and 
stability of the tree remains un- 
affected by the autumnal blast, 
or wintry storm. This subject 
shall meet us again ; let us see 
the proper and immediate object 
of that faith, through the instru- 


*The Church of Rome found the 
works of her children, and the atten- 
tion given to her multiplied supersti- 
tions, gave no quiet to the conscience, 
nor well-founded hope of peace with 
God. Rather than confess her faliibil- 
ity, she denied the possibility of being 
assured of the love of God, in this 
life. Convinced, from the genius of 
the gospel, and the uniform tenor of 
scripture, together with the experience 
of the saints, of the contrary, the re- 
formers asserted assurance to be at- 
tamabie, and in the first moments of 
the warmth of controversy, asserted i: 
to belong to the essence of faith—An 
assertion unguarded, and too rashly 
made, has been taken up in succeed- 
ing times, as an important truth. The 
observation of good men has been con- 
tended for, as the infallible dictate of 
the lively oracles: 
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mentality of which, the soul is 
fustified—This is Jesus the Savior. 

To whom was the convinced, 
trembling jailor directed, when 
he anxiously enquired, what shall 
I do to besaved ? ‘To Jesus in whom 
is everlasting strength. To whom 


are fallen men, stung by stn, and 


pierced with the painful arrows 
of conviction, invited to look for 
safety? To the Savior. Look 
unto me all the ends of the earth, and 
be ye saved. As the appropriate 
object of faith, the Redeemer is 
lifted up, as Moses did the ser- 
pent, that all who cast to him the 
eye of faith’s desire, may be heal- 
ed. To whom is the privilege 
of filiation granted ? ‘To none but 
the believer, John i. 12. ‘To the 
believer on whom? On Jesus, 
even to them that believe on his names 

Jesus as the eternal Son, sim- 
ply-viewed as such, is not the ap- 
propriate object of saving faith. 
‘That the Savior is God, is a most 
precious truth, and this is believ- 
ed; but this constitutes not the 
union between Christ and the soul. 
This the devils credig In the 
days of his sojourning amongst 
men, they gave their testimony 
to this truth—It is Jesus, the Fel- 
low af Jehovah, the only Mediator 
between God and man, sent of 
the Father, according to the ar- 
rangements of the eternal cove- 
nant, and as having accomplish- 
ed the work that was given him 
todo. John vi. 29. The cove- 
nant of Redemption is the proper 
ground of the Son’s obedience be- 


‘ing meritorious. He appearing, 


therefore, according to this Di- 
vine arrangement, and effecting 
the ends therof, is the proper ob- 
ject of faith —This indeed will 
also present the Father and Holy 
Spirit, in conjunction with the 





(Jury, 


pom—None of the glorious per- 


pie must be excluded ; but the 


Son'as Mediator is the immediate 
object, and in whose character the 
glory of Divinity, resplendently 
beams forth. . 

The nearest objegt, of the faith 
of the soul, is Jesug as sent of the 
Father ; that faith goes forward, 
and terminates on the eternal 
Divinity, as exercising mercy; 
love and omnipotence ; it ap- 
plies the promises of salvation, 
in the order of Heaven’s appoint- 
ment, and so obtains peace in be- 
lieving—Let the trembling sin- 
ner hope ; and let him be glad 
that, though in devious paths he 
has strayed, far from his God, yet 
the high and lofty One comes 
near to him, in the approved Re- 
deemer. But the sinner must al- 
so come near to God. How 
shall-the sinner approach this 
One, who is glorious in holiness ? 
What ground is laid for his faith ? 
This is the ’ 

$d Particular demanding our 
notice. Here we shall find 
ground sufficiently broad, and a 
toundation immoveable as the 
Eternal’s throne, where faith 
may rest, and on which it may 
build the goodly superstructure 
of a gracious hope. The sufhi- 
ciency of Jesus’ attonement to. 
answer every demand that justice, 
stern and inexorable, ,can make 
against the sinner, who flees to 
the horns of this Divine altar, is 
an important portion of that 
foundation, which God has Jaid 
for the exercise of faith. The 
idea of provision being made,— 
the declaration that the provision 
is ample, proclaim aloud that it 
was not made in vain. Let the 
trembling sinner hope. Jesus zs 
able to save to the uttermost all tha: 
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come unto God by him.’ A previétis 
conviction that Jesus shed “his 
blood for me, is not necessary to 

ive the thought now advanced 
stability. The extent of the 
atonement is not now to be dis- 
cussed: That is sufficient for 
the innumerabl® tribes who have 
already embraced it, and also 
for the nations of those who sMall 
come unto God for remission of 
sin, isenough. That this is the 
case we are assured, bya voice 
stamped with the authority of 
Divinity : Him that cometh anto 
me I will by no means cast out. 

To the sufficiency of the atone- 
ment we shall add, the unlimited 
extent of the invitation. Whoso- 
ever will, isthe object to whom 
the invitation is addressed—The 
ends of the earth, and the stout 
hearted and far from righteousness 
are called. The blessings of re- 
demption, thus presented to the 
sinner, humbled before the Sove- 
reign of Nature, are not proposed 
on terms toosevere. Truly with- 
out money and without price are they 
exhibited. As though the am- 
plitude of the provision, and the 
liberality of the invitation were 
inadequate to warrant our faith, 
the God of glory has condescend- 
ed to intreat the violator of his 
law, to draw nearto him, in the 
full assurance of faith. 4s though 
God did beseech you by us, we pray 
you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled. 
He knows our frame and consid- 
ers our frailty. The convinced 
soul is often palsied in contem- 
plating the awful ature of that 
authority, by which the com- 
mands of God are sanctioned— 
To the soul thus approaching the 
gloomy confines of despair, the 
Anointed of God, as the deliver- 
er, is presented, and a command, 
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stamped with the same tremen- 
dous authority, addresses him, 
enforcing as an indispensable du- 
ty, the reception of the mercy, 
which he hesitates to touch, lest 
he should be found among the 
too hardy sons of presumption. 
This is the commandment of 
God that we should believe on the 
name of his son Jesus Christ. 1 John 
iii. 2. A compliance with this 
commandment, is become an im- 
portant duty. It ts the work of 
God. John vi. 29. To the per- 
formance of this duty the soul is 
excited, by the most animating 
promises of acceptance in the 
Savior, and cheering prospects of 
glory, when the voyage of life 
shall have terminated. He that 
believeth shall be saved. © These 
particulars constitute the offer of 
the gospel, concerning which so 
much has been spoken and writ- 
ten, and it may be added, which 
has been often ill understood. 
What more could be desired to 
lay a foundation for faith ? What 
shall the contemners of the day 
of grace plead, as an apology for 
themselves, when God shall call 
them to an account? Alas! their 
lips shall be sealed with the si- 
lence of death. It is now to ‘be 
added 

4. That the agent who produ- 
ces this faith, is the Spirit of God ; 
hence denominated the Spirit of 


faith. 2 Cor. ii. 13, It is one, 


and indeed the first of those acts, 
that are consequent on regenera- 
tion. As there is supernaturally 
introduced into the soul, morally 
dead, a divine principle of holy 
action, by the rHirp of the glo- 
rious THREE, So allacts, flowing 


_ from that principle, are perform- 


edunderhisagency. He worketh 
inus to will and ta do of his go0 
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pleasure. But why should we de- 
tain to prove a truth so obvious- 
ly declared in the book of God, 
and so eertainly correspondent 
with the experience of man? Be- 
tween this and ffis work in the 
natural system, there is also a 
striking analogy. In our fallen 
state we are void of the spirit, 
and so dead in sin. Asthe Holy 
Ghost reduced to order and in- 
spired with life the animated 
tribes of creation—as he garnish- 
ed thé heavens—illumined the 
sun and gave the night her glo- 
ries ; so he breathes into man a 
divine life, and replenishes Zion 
with star3, that in mogal bright- 
ness, shall one day’ shine forth, 
and obscure the splendors of the 
noon-day stn. The glory of his 
agency shall then appear, and 
faith, whose existence—though 
its exercise shall in some respects 
differ from what it is now—shall 
be immortal as the soul in which 
it resides, will appear worthy of 
his power. 

5. The peculiar acts of faith 
now invite our attention—Here a 
variety of opinions croud on our 
sight—It is not to be forgotten 
that we now speak of that faith, 
and those acts only, by which 
union with Jesus is constituted, 
and not of adventitious acts, 
which belong not to its nature. 
We speak of those acts only, at 
present, without which it cannot 
exist—Here, among others, we 
meet with the following things, 
which are, by many, asserted to 
belong to the essense of saving 
faith—viz. the belief of 
Our personal election from eternity— 
The pardon of our sins and our gra- 

crous state-— 


That Christ died for me particularly — 
That I shal! certainly be saved— 
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To give an unwavering credit 
to these propositions,*it is said, 
is that in which faith, even saving 
faith consists. They have indeed 
all thé same evidence, and that 
which lays a ground for believing 
the cne, will also nécessarily im- 
ply a foundation, upon which: 
credit may be given to the rest. 
In that momont when evidence 
is presented to us, that our Sins 
are pardoned, and that we shall 
certainly be saved, we cannot 
doubt of our election. That 
whick evinces the one, will prove 
the other. But previous to be- 
lieving, what evidence has any 
of Adam’s race that they are 
elected to eternal life? Is it in 
the pages of the Gospel? No; 
no. ‘That roll is among the ar- 
chives of heaven, in which the 
names of the chosen of the Lord 
are inscribed, and only to a few 
of his favorites, who by diligence 
in the exercise of grace, come 
very near him, does he unfold 
the secret page. 2 Pet. 1.10. To 
those who are in the darkness of 
an apostate State, no such discoves 
ry ismade. . To profess to believe 
it without evidence is presump- 
tuous enthusidsm. ‘The absurdi- 
ty of the belief of the pardon of 





personal sins- being an essential 


actof faith, has been considered 
before. We pass it over with a 
remark or two on the following 
declaration. ‘* lam _ persuaded 
that he (Christ) ismine ; nor can 
I without’casting reproach upon 
the faithfulness of God in setting 
him forth” (in the gospel) * en- 
tertain any doubts about my jus- 
tification.””" (Vide Script. Doc- 
trine of appropriation, &c.) 

The first remark we make is, 
that the sentiment which the 
question embraces, excludes faith 
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from any instrumentality in our 
justification. It is represented.as 
a fact declared inthe gospel, to 
believe which, is the part of faith. 

The next remark is, that the 

gospel presents to all the same 
evidence for faith to build on ; if 
one, on the revelation of the Bos- 
pel, be obliged to believe his jus- 
tification, all-to whom that report 
is brought, are also obliged to 
give credit to the same; conse- 
quently, all hearers of the gospel 
are justified, and if justified, shall 
never come into condemnation! 
There is no possibility of avoiding 
these consequences, except by re- 
treating to the ruins of that absur- 
dity—‘ It is not true before we 
believe it ; but becomes true up- 
on our believing it, though had 
we not believed i it, it never would 
have been true.” This has, by 
able pens, been so much exposed 
that we do not enlarge. 

But still, itis said, there must 
be assurance in the nature of 
faith? Assurance of what? Ex- 
plain its nature and show its evi- 
dence. 
—salvation is offered to sinners, 
and to each of them in particu. 
lar.” Or “A persuasion that 
Christ is mine in the offer of the 
gospel.”” That is that Christ is 
offered to me. And is.this the 
faith that overcomes the world? 
—that quenches the fiery darts of 
the wicked One ?—that brings 
aid from omnipotence, .and gives 
victory to the soul? Texbelieve 
that Christ is offered to me, is 
believed f be saving faith,, and 
60 soon as the mind can. be con- 
vinced of this, it must persuade 
itself that, its title to glory is se- 
eure! Ah! fatal delusion. Ye 
ministers of religion, who are set 
for the defence of the gospel, _ 
2C 


‘Tt is an assurance that | 
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who are bound to watch for the 
souls of sinners as those who must 
give account, are there still some 
among your. sacred ranks that 
hold forth such fictions, hostile to 
the whoJe genius of the religion 
of Jesus, as s the « precious truth” 
of the gospel ? Why is it, that, in 
the concerns of cternity—of sal- 
vation—of God’s glory —men are 
deluded and love deceits, while 
wise in the things of but momen- 
tary duration? Exposed to De- 
cember’s frosty blasts, you are 
trembling with cold’; your friend 
invites you to his fire; you be- 
lieve with all the certainty which 
the case admits, that he has in- 
vited you, and makes you wel- 
come. Does this persuasion ban- 
ish from your body the influence 
of cold, and diffuse a salutary 
warmth throughout your frame ? 
No; no. You may persuade 
yourself of this, and yet perish. 
You may entertain the most cers 
tain, and best founded assurance 
that food and clothing have been 
offered you, by your generous 
friends. But this persuasion 
neither nourishes your body, nor 
saves it from the inclement storm. 
To be profited by these you must 
accept them, ‘The application is 
easy. An assurance of our wel- 
come to God, or of salvation be- 
ing offered us, individually, is 
distinct and@ separable from the 
reception thereof. Dangerous 
then must be that scheme, which 
represents those acts of the mind 
as the same. | 
But, it is said, that this nvolves 
a “believing that I shall have 
life and salvation by Christ ; and 
that whatever he did for the re- 
demption of others, he did it for 
me.”’? Reverend Sir, you call on 
me to belieye, that-I shall have 
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life, &c. &c. Upon what evi- 
dence shall I believe it? I love 
sin—lI practice sin—1! despise re- 
ligion—I trample upon the blood 
of the covenant—Upon what ev- 
idence, I again ask, shall I per. 
suade myself, that whatever 
Christ has done for others “ he 
has done it forme ?’? No evidence 
from Scripture, sehse or reason 
could be produced in the case 
here supposed., Let that faith 
then, which is not founded on 
some of these, be left as the inher- 
itance of madmen and idiots ; but 
Jet not the disciples of Jesus claim 
it as the rs. 

Once more it may be acked, 
Are ali believers sure of their sal- 
vation? No ; faith “1s not a per- 

Snasion that C! hrist js Mine in pos- 
session.” What isthe amount of 
this, when abs 8! with that which 
has been cdec'ared before ? it is 
this, lam hatived that [ shall 
be saved by Christ; but I am 
not assured that I have Christ ! 
e Whatever he did for others I 
am assured he did it for me.” 
But he redeemed, he has called. 
he has sanctified many ; there- 
fore 1 am persuaded he has done 
all this for me; yet I do not 
know whether he } has cr not ! 

But, it is said, we do not dis- 
tinguish between the assurance of 
faith and assurance of sense. 
What is the assurance of sense? 

Is it a certainty of being an heir 
of glory, on proper evidence ! It 
may be asserted, that every defi- 
nition that has been given of the 
assurance of sense embraces this. 
And what is thé assurance of 
faith? A persuasion that [ shall 
have life and salvation.”” Where 
then is the difference between 
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these ? How frequently do men 
distinguish themselves out of 
common sense ! 

What then are the peculiar acts 
of saving faith ? Wereply in the 
first place, thatit cen‘ists in an 
approbation of the pias of salva. 
tion, asrevealed in the ¢rospel, 
And in the next place, there is a 
cordial aprcement te be Saved, 
accord:ng to the Beatin scheme, 
The latter supposes the former ; 
for there can be no agreement of 
heart, to that of 1 which the mind 
diseiprieess’ Not would the for- 
mer unite to Jesus, as it 1s possi. 
ble for the mind to approve of a 
device as wise, as good,.and.as 
grand, and yet remain personally 
uninterested init. Let, it. ever 
be remembered, That with. the 
heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness. Let every definition of 
evangelical faith, that excludes 
the exercise of the affeétions from 
it, or does not embrace those af. 
fections, be rejected as. fatally 
destructive. Let the mere phi. 
losophist amuse himself ~ with 
meagre, intellectual definitions 
of faith ; but proclaim to saints 
and sinners, enquiring: after 
God, that he demands . the 
heart. ‘Those acts—those ex- 
ercises in which the tenderness 
of affectton has not an emi. 
nent influence, shall never be 
known within the boundaries 
of Emmanual’s land—Let them 
then be frowned out of a resi- 
dence, among the saints in the 


Church below. 


(To be continued.) 
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FREATISE ON COVENANTING WITH GOD. 


(Continued from page 186.) 


A variety of interesting re- 

marks naturally offer themselvas 
from a_ review of the prece eding 
subject on covenanting, and 
keeping covenant with God 

{. The great and inexcusable 
wickedness of alf persons, who, 
under the light of the gospel, 
neglect truly to return to God, to 
take his covenant upon them, and 
honour him in all his stitutions, 
They sin against the authority, 
express commands, and known 
will of God. They rob him of 
that worship which is his unalien- 
able right, and their reasonable 
service. They sin against the 
wonderful condescension and 
goodness of God in reconciling 
the world unto himself by Jesus 
Christ, and in entering into a 
covenant of peace with rebellious 
men. They sin against all the 
light and grace of the gospel ; 
against all the commands of 
God, which require them ‘to re. 
pent, to believe on the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and toob- 
serve all things whatsoever he 
hath commanded them. Against 
his express commands to remem- 
ber and honor him at his table, 
This doin remembrance of me. 
They sin against the most endear- 
ing example of Christ, of the 
primitive Christians, and of the 
whole Christian church ftom its 
first institution to the present time. 


They sin against that precious, 
that alluring promise of their 
Savior, ‘That whosoever shall 
confess him before men, he will 
confess also before his Father 
whoisin heaven, and before his 
angels. Itis sinning against his 
displeasure, against their own 
mercies, and the lives of their own 
souls, since he has assured them, 
That whosoever shail be asham- 
edof him and of his words, of 
him shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in 
his own ‘glory, and i in his Father’s, 
and of the holy angels. What 
incalculable criminality is there 
in this? It ts inexcusable wicked- 
ness. ‘To plead impenitence, un- 
belief, and ‘unpreparedness, is on- 
ly to plead their wickedness. 
Faith, repentance, anda prepa. 
ration to every good word and 
work, are the immediate duties 
of all mento whom the gospel is 
sent. ‘The gospel feast is prepar- 
ed, all things are ready. ‘THe 
ends of the earth may look: ard 
be saved. Nothing prevents but 


their own wickedn iss, their own 


unwillingness, their entire opposi- 
tion to God and holiness, ‘This 
is their condemnation, that hight 
is come into the world, and they 
love darkness rather than light. 
If. That all attempts of unre- 
generate men to covenant with 
God, and pretences that they can 
do it consistently, are absurd and 
delusive. How can they, with 
the solemnity of aneath, avouch 
the Lord Jehovah to be their soves 
~ 


a ae % 
Pi Noten Dic oe 









































enedy ea 

































a ee 
. < 


ences enenee, -seanamaieee seen Oe ee LAR ae 
name dems oe Sab A sme : nnn _ 
, 





“2 








i alee la dis 




















a oe 





ak 


ne eee eg enna eee DATS 





























ees ok ee 






































212 On Covenanting nith God, 


reign Lord and supreme good, 
while their carnal minds are en- 
mity against him? When they 
will not have him to reign over 
them, and do not like to retain 
him even in their knowledge! 
How can they give up them- 
selves to God through ' ‘Jesus 
Christ on the terms of the cove- 
nant of grace, when in their 
hearts they reject him? When 
they will not come unto him that 
they might have life? How can 
they covenant to walk in all the 
statutes and ordinances of God 


blameless, when there is no faith-- 


fulness in theit mouth, and their 
inward partis very wickedness ? 
(Psalm y.9.) When there is no 
judgment in their doings. (Jsa. 
lix. 8.) How can they covenant 
or promise any thing in the name 
of @hrist, while they have no faith 
in him, no union to him, nor any 
spiritual lite, or covenant commu- 
nications from him? Does not 


‘évery thing essential in covenant- 


ing with God, imply a new heart, 
love to him, and union with the 
Savior ? Does not the Almighty, 
therefore, that he may have a 
covenant people, who shall indeed 
be his, and that he may be their 
God, put his law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts? 
(Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10.) 
Does he not, when he makes an 
everlasting covenant with his peo- 
ple, that be will not turn away 
from them to do them good, give 
them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear him forever, ana 


that they may not depart frorn, 


him? (Jer. xxxii. 39, 40.) How 
do all natural men deceive them- 
selves, while they imagine that 
they covenant with God in sin- 
_cerity and truth, and that he is 
“their covenant God and Father 
in Christ? Or that they do or e- 
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ver shall keep covenant with him, 
while they continue in uuregene- 
racy? They cannot be accepted 
in covenanting with him, nor in 
their persons, nor in any of their 
performances : for men are ac. 
cepted in Christ the beloved on- 
ly. (Ephes. i. 6.) God can have 
no pleasure in them: for with. 
out faith it is impossible to please 
him. (eb. xi. 6.) They can have 
bo communion with him, in time, 
norin eternity. For without ho- 
liness, no man shail see the Lord. 
( Heb. xii. 14 
IVI. That when, in covenant- 
ing-with God, persons make ex- 
cepti ons, in words or in their 
hearts, to the terms ot the cove- 
nant, not renouncing all sin, and 
not determining to perform all 
known duties, they do not enter 
into covenant atall. They can 
lay no claim to covenant privi- 
leges. Nor can there be any 
such thing as keeping covenant 
with God, without a _ conscien- 
tious avoiding of all known sin, 
and the performance of all known 
duties. The terms of the cove- 
nant are universal obedience. 
Those who only call Christ Lord, 
while they neglect to do the things 
which he hath commanded them, 
can never enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. While men are not 
conscientious in the performance 
of all known duties, whether they 
respect God, theit neighbor, or 
themselves, whether they be se- 
cret, private, or public, all the 
expectations of enjoying the bles- 
sings of the covenant are delu- 
sive. They are but fvolish vir- 
gis. When they shail say unto 
Christ, Lord, Lord, open unto 
us, he will tell them, I knew you 
10t whence you are; depart from 
me, all ye workers of iniquity- 


IV. How great and awful is 
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the guilt, and how dreadful will 
be the consequences of dealing 
falsely in God’s covenant! Ly- 
ing, glen and covenant break- 
ing, are Great crimes, when com- 

raitted ay sainst mea; but much 
greater still » when commana % 
gainst God. The more directiy 
sin is commitied against God, his 
perfections and glory, the more 
heinous it is. The apostle Peter 
therefore represents the sin of An- 
anias as exceedingly aggravated 
on this account, that be had not 
lied unto men, but unto God. 
(Acts. v. 4.) Thisis the case with 
all those who covenant with him 
in hypocrisy and deceit ; and who 
take no proper care to.keep cove- 
nant with him, They swear 
falsely to their Maker. In his 
awful presence, before angels and 
men, they call him to witness 
the truth and sincerity of their 
vows, when they are made with- 
out a conscientious regard to el- 
ther. What solemn perjury is 
this! What a presumptuous pro- 
fanation is it of that great and 
fearful name, the Lord our God, 
and of his holy ordinance ! What 
trifling is it with him, and with 
the momentous concerns of eter- 
nity ! 

Further, for professors, after 
the most solemn engagements, 
to take no conscientious heed to 
walk with God, is presumptuous 
and abominable wickedness. It 
involves in it not only the gross- 
est hypocrisy, and falsehood, but 
it is rebellion against the most ex- 
press and positive commands rela- 
tive to their keeping covenant 
with him, and paying their vows, 
it is written, Thou shalt keep my 
— therefore. (Gen. xvii. 

9.) Keep therefore the words of 
this covenant and do them. 
{ Deut. xxix. 9.) When thou yow- 


& 


est a vow unto God, defer not to 
pay it: for God hath no pleas- 
ure in tools: pay that which 
thon hast vowed. Better is it, 
that thou shouldest not vow, thau 
that thou shouldest vow, and not 
pay. Wherefore should God be 
angry atthy voice, and destroy 
the work of thy hands? (£ecles. 
v. 4; 5, 6. ) The guilt of false 
professors is increased and ag eras 
vated, in as much as defiled with 
all this hypocrisy, deceit, cove- 
nant breaking, and rebellion a- 
gainst the most express commands 
of God, they come to the Lord’s 
table, from month to month, and 
year to year, and eat and drink 
unworthily, and are guilty of the 
body and blood of Christ. As it 
were at the foot of the cross, in 
full view of the love and dying 
agonies of the Savior, while he is 
evidently set forth as crucified 
before their eyes, they still act the 
same presumptuously wicked 
part, sealing their covenant vows 
in hypocrisy and deceit, How 
often do they crucify the Son of 
God afresh, and tread him under 
foot? What guilt can be compar- 
ed unto this, except that of Judas 
in betraying his Lord? Will not 
the consequences be dreadful to 
them, as they were to him? Will 
they not go with h'm to their own 
place? Will not their punish- 
ment be equal to their enormous 
wickedness ? Shall not the con- 
gregation of hypocrites be deso- 
late? (Job. xv. 34.) Shall not 
their hope be as the giving up of 
the ghost? Is not Chirist’s fan in 
his hand ? Will he not thorough- 
ly purge his floor, gather the 
wheat into his garnet, and burn 
up the chaif with unquenchable 
fire? (Mati.ui, 12.) Will it not 


be more tolerablein the day of 


judgment for sodom and gomor- 
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rah, than for those who have thus 
violated the covenant of their 
God? 

V. This paper not only admin- 
isters solemn reproof to covenant 
breakers in general, but particu- 
larly to persons of this character 
of various descriptions. 

Some there are, who, notwith- 
standing their solemn covenant 
with God and their brethren, 
will, for some private pique a- 
gainst their pastor, or against 
some particular brother or sister, 
entirely withdraw themseles from 
theircommunion. Though their 
brethren can discover no just oc- 
casion for it, and’ use’ all pacific 
and prudent meastres to reclaim 
them, yet they obstinately persist 
in withdrawing themselves both 
from their cOmmunion and _ wor- 
ship. They join themselves to 
no other church, and for many 
years, even to their dying day, 
neglect to honor Christ in the sa- 
crament of his holy supper. ‘They 
will not hear their brethren of the 
church, will not submit them- 
selves to them, as Christ has com- 
manded, and as they had_ cove- 
nanted : will not even worship 
with them, nor do the least thing 
to maintain the worship and or- 
dinances of God among them, 
which they had expressly bound 
themselves by covenant to do. 
Have not such persons broken 
covenant with God. and their 
brethren ? Do they not persist in 
their wickedness? Are they not 
going to judgment laden with 
gross and inexcusable iniquity? 
With hypocrisy, breach of cove- 
nant, malevolence and self-will ? 
Is not this really the case with all 
those who withdraw themselves 
from their brethren and the divine 
ordinances, for some private of- 
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fence or fault in their brethren, 
which others cannot diseover ? 
Even supposing some brother 
hath been faulty, can this be a 
warrant for them to violate their 
covenant, and forsake the ordi. 
nances of Christ ? Certainly it 
cannot. 

Others there are, who. are 
found guilty of falsehood, fraud, 
theft, intemperance, adultery, and 
other scandalous offences, yet 
when their brethren, in faithful. 
ness to God and to them, at- 
tempt to reclaim them by the dis- 
cipline of the gospel, they show 
thefnselves to be haughty scorn- 
ers. ‘They refuse to hear their 

rethren and confess their faults, 
as Christ hath commanded them. 
Instead of this, they hate their 
faithful pastors and brethren, and 
speak all manner of evil against 
them.- They forsake their wor- 
ship, manifest an implacable and 
revengeful spirit, employing 
their utmost exertions and influ. 
ence to injure’ and ruin the 
churches with which they had 
covenanted to walk in brotherly 
love : and by all means to edify 
and build upeach other. They 
proceed from sin to sin, from one 
gross violation of their covenant 
to another. Do not they, like 
Judas, betray their Lord, and 
exhibit sad evidence, that they 
are irreclaimable sinners? Do 
they not treat the blood of the 
covenant as an unholy thing? 
Can there remain for them any 
more sacrifice for sia ? Any thing 
but a tearful looking for of judg- 
ment and aeryindignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries? It 
he that despised Moses’ law died 
without mercy, of how much 
Sorer punishment shall they be 


thought worthy, who thus des- 
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pise the authority, an@ tread un- 
der foot the Son of God ? 

There are other professors who 
grossly violate heir covenant 
vows by an omission of the duties 
of religion. They cast-off fear 
and restrain prayer before God, 
inthe closet, and in their fami- 
lies. They, ina great measure, 
if not wholly, omit family gov- 
ernment and religion. They 
pay no conscientious attention to 
the bringing up of their children 
in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. Though these duties 
were expressly stipulated in the 
act of covenanting, and though 
they are abundantly inculcated 
in the divine word, yet they dis- 
regard them. They also too 
much neglect the assembling of 
themselves together, and other 
duties of religion: especially the 
duties of their particular rela- 
trons. 

There is yet another sort of 
professors, who, though they are 
zealous for some parts of religion, 
yet are gross covenant breakers. 
They are not uniform and con- 
sistent in their religion, © They 
do not, like Cornelius, unite piety 
and righteousness in their charac- 
ter ; their prayers and their alms 
do not ascend up before God. 
Some are externally very pious. 
They pray often, are zealous for 
the public worship, and talk 
much concerning religion : but 
they do not work righteousness, 
They are unfaithful, unrighteous, 
covetous, ‘worldlyeminded, and 
not conscientious im the perform- 
ance of relative duties, Others 
have a fair outside as it respects 
men. ‘They are externally hon- 
est and liberal, but they have no 
piety towards God. Both these 
characters violate their covenant 
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vows, and are destitute of true 
religion. They covensnted to 
be pious, righteous, and charita- 
ble, and to walk. in all God’s 
commandments ; in the perform- 
ance of the duties of both tables ; 
of one ne less than the other. 

Some professors are very zeal- 
ous for some branches of piety, 
while they in a manner neglect 
all the other. Though they are 
very deficient in their attendance 
on the pyblic worship and ordi- 
nances in general ; though they 
appear to be inordinately attach- 
ed to the world, are careless and 
loose livers, yet they are zealous 
and punctual to attend on the 
Lord’s Supper. In this they 
seem to place a great part of their 
religion. By this they seem to 
expect to make an atonement 
for all their neglects of God, and 
deficiencies in other duties. Per- 
sons of all these characters are 
covenant breakers, and stand re- 
proved by our subject. They 
are all triflers with God and their 
own souls, They will, doubtless, 
continuing in their present state, 
be finally cut asunder, and have 
their portion with hypocrites. In 
the character of all true Chris- 
tians there is uniformity and sym. 
metry ; piety, righteousness, and 
charity. Then they are not 
ashamed when they have respect 
unto all God’s commandments. 
(Ps. cxix. 6.) 

VI. With what holy fear and 
trembling, with what caution, 
self-examination, and prayerful- 
ness, ought persons to covenant 
with God ? As itis a most solemn 
and interesting transaction, the 
heart should be most deeply im- 
pressed, and filled with great con- 
cern to covenant sincerely in the 
love of God, and in the faith ef 













































































ae beeed 


pac een tl 


See 


I a ee ee rs 
“ - 


= 


Re re 
eee eee 


3 
ae 


PSs 


end 
pent 


i peti ne ates Pees —_" 
a ahine Niteee Cement ae en a ane toa 
> = 


< 


RS 
: 


A PEE 


SSS Se eS eS 


a en 


EE 
ar ~—s 


ag anh 


- > 
PR I Ne re oe te ee a 


916  Secking those Things of the First Importance. 


the gospel: and also with the 
most fixed resolutions, through 
the Grace of God, to keep cove- 
nant with him. With what sert- 
ousness and impartiality should 
they examine themselves whether 
they are born of God ? Whether 
their hearts are broken for sin? 
Whether they are so united to 
the Redeemer by faith and love, 
as that they may expect grace 
and influence from him, enabling 
them to keep their covenant 
vows ? Whether they really cov- 
enant with God in ebedience to 
his will, for his glory, and the 
eood of others? How cautious 
should they be of © deceiving 
themselves, and of covenanting, 
merely because it is customary 
where they reside, or to obtain 
some external advantages for 
themselvesor ehildren ; or to ob- 
tain a name, hoaour, or some 
worldly good ? How should they 
pray to God to search them, and 
to try their heart, and their. reins, 
and lead them in the way ever- 
lasting ! 

Having covenanted with God, 
with what vigilance, prayerful- 
ness, constancy, and zeal, should 
they keep covenant with him? 
Having named the name of 
Christ, how careful should they 
be, not only to depart from ail 
iniquity, but to shine as lights in 
the world, and bear much fruit, 
that their Father who is in heav- 
en may be glorified ? How should 
they strive to. excel in all the du- 
ties of private and public life? 
And to be constantly growing 
in knowledge and grace? How 
should they add to faith virtue, 
kuowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness and charity: that they may 
neither be barren nor unfruitful 
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in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the practice of 
these duties they will adorn the 
doctrine of God onr Saviour. 
They will be most useful in their 
families, and in the world ; they 
will have the most sensible com- 
munion with God, the sweetest 
peace in their own souls, and 
Shall never be sufféréd to fall. 
Finally, so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto them abundant- 
ly, into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 


Christ. 


THE NECESSITY OF SEEKING 

" (HOSE THINGS FIRST, WHICH 
ARE OF THE FIRST IMPOR- 
TANCE. 


A creat part of the evil which 
prevails in the world, consists in 
an entire neglect of what God 
commands, orin doing what he 
hath expressly forbidden ; but not 
the whole of it. There may be 
an attachment to many things, 
which in themselves are right, 
and yet the whole may be ren- 
dered worse than void by the 
want of order, or a regard to 
things according to their impor- 
tance. Our Lord did not cen- 
sure the Pharisees for attending 
to the lesser matters of the law, 
but for attending to them fo the 
neglect of the greater. If we pur- 
sue things as primary, which 
ought to occupy only a seconda- 
ry or subordinate .place in the 
system, we subvert the whole, 
and employ ®urselves in doing 
what is worse thah nothing. — 

I think I see the operation of 
this principle among us, and that 
to a wide extent. I see it a- 
mongst the unconverted, amungst 
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9811.) Seeking those Things 
the converted, and amongst dif- 
ferent parties or denominations of 
christians. => 

l. Itis by this that great num- 
bers who lay their accounts with 
ebtaining the kingdom of heaven 
will be found to. have deceived 
themselves. —It may be too much 
to say of them, that they da not 
seek the kingdom ef God ; but 
they seek it not as a frst or pri- 
mary object.. The world is their 
chief good, and the kingdom of 
God only occupies a secondary 
place in their affections. ‘They 
wish to attend to their everlast- 
ing concerns; but they cannot 
spare time. Now we can com- 
monly spare time for that which 
welove best. The sensualist can 
find time for his pleasures, and 
the man of the world for getting 
money. ‘They can think of these 
things when. sitting in the house, 
or walking in the way ; and ev- 
ery thing else is made,to bend, or 
give way tothem. The result is, 
this preposterous ¢onduct mars 
the whole ; for God and religion 
must be supreme or nothing.— 
There are certain relations even 
amongst usin which it is imgpos- 
sible to be contented with a se- 
condary. place. Ifa wife give 


her heart to another than her, 


husband, and aims only to oblige 
him so far as to keep him in toler- 
able good humour, it is what can- 
not be endured : he must be first, 
or nothing ; and such is the claim’ 
of heaven. bs 

,2. It is owing to this, among 
other causes, that*many christians 
go from year to year.in doubt 
with respect to their interest in 
Christ and spiritual blessings. . It 
is very desirable to have clear 
and satisfactory views on this 
subject. To live in suspense on 
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a matter of such importance; 
must, if we be not sunk in insen- 
sibility, be miserable. How is it 

that so much of this prevails a- 
mongst us: when, if we look in- 
to the new testament, , we shall 

,; scarcely see an instance of it a- 
mong the primitive christians ?-.- 
Shall we cast off all such charaés 
ters as unbelievers ? Some hav@ 
done so, alleging that it is impos- 
sible for a person to be a believer 
without: being conscious of it.— 
Surely this is tod much ¢ for if 
the gracé of God within us, what- 
ever be its degree, must needs be 
self-evident to us, why are we di- 
rected to keep his commandments 
as the mean of knowing that we 
know him ?* ‘The primitive chris-: 
tians, however, had but little of 
this fear; and the reason of it 
was, they had more of that ger- 
fect love to Christ, to the gospel, 
and to the success of it, than we 
have, which tended to cast it out. 
If we make our personal comfort 
the first object of our pursuit, 
(and many attend the means of 
grace as if they did,) God will 
make it the /as¢ of his: for it is 
a general principle in the divine 
administration, ** He that honour- 
eth me; I will honour ; but he 
that despiseth me shall be lightly 
esteemed.” If we seek the hon- 
our of God, we shall find our own 
peace and comfort init: but-if 
we make light of him, he will 
make light of us, and leave us to 
pass our days in darkness and sus- 
pense. e., get 

3. It is owing, if I mistake not, 
to the same cave that various de- 
nominations of christians, who at 
some periods have been greatly. 
blessed of God, have declined 


* 1 John 3. 4 1 John iv. 18, 
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as to their spiritual prosperity. — 
Several of our religious denomi- 
nations have arisen from a con- 
Scientious desire to restore chris- 
tianity to its primitive purity.— 
From this motive acted, I betieve, 
the greater, part of the reformers, 
the pugitans, the non-conformists, 
and the baptists. I donot know 
¢hat any one of these denomina- 
tions were censurable for the sep- 
arations which they made from 
other professing christians. It 
may be alleged, that they have 
torn the church of Christ into 


"parties, and so occasioned much 


evil: yet some of them did not 
separate from the church of 
Christ, but from a worldly com- 
munity calling itself by that 
name ; and those who did, pre- 
tended not to be the only people 
of God in the world, but consid- 
ered themselves merely as «with- 
drawing from brethren who walked 
disorderly. It is a melancholy 
fact, however, that no sooner 
have a people formed themselves 
into a new denomination, than 
they arein the utmost danger of 
concentrating almost all their 
strenoth, influence, zeal, prayers, 
and endeavours for its support ; 
not asa part of Christ’s visible 
kingdom, wishing all good to oth- 
ér parts, in so far as they follow 
Christ, but as though it were the 
whole of it, and as though all true 
religion were circumscribed with- 
in its hatlowed pale. This is the 
essence of a sectarian-spirit, and 
the bane of christianity. 

I am a dissenter, and a baptist. 
If I confine my remarks to the 
faults of these denominations, it 
is not because I consider them as 
greater sinners in this way than 
all others,but because I wish more 
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especially to correct the evils of 
my own connexions. 

If we wish to promote the dis. 
senting interest, 1t must not be by 
expending our principal zeal in en. 


‘deavouring to make men dissen. 


ters, but in making dissenters and 
others christians. The principles 
of dissent, however just and im. 
portant, are not to be compared 
with the gloriots gospel of the 
blessed God; and if inculcated 
at the expense of it, it is no bet. 
ter than tithing mint and cummin 
to the omitting of the weightier 
matters of the law. Such endeav. 
ours will be blasted, and made to 
defeat their own.end. Those dis. 
Senters among whomthe doctrines 
of the puritans and non-conform. 
ists have fallen into disrepute, 
are generally distinguished by this 
species of zeal ; and it is principal- 
ly from such quarters ‘that com- 
plaints are heard of “ the decline 
of the dissenting interest.””—— 
Where they are believed and 
taught, and their progress, wheth. 
er among dissenters or others, 
viewed with satisfaction, we hear 
of no such complaants. It isa 
curious fact, that while a certain 
description of dissenters are. in- 
quiring into the causes of the de- 
cline of the dissenting interest, 2 
certain description of the estab- 
lished clergy are inquiring into 
the causes of its increase ! 

If we wish to see the dapitsé de- 
nomination prosper, we must not 
expend our zeal so much in en- 
deavouring to make men baptists, 
as in labouring to: make baptists 
and others christians. If we lay 
out ourselves in the common cause 
of christianity, the Lord will bless 
and increase us. By rejoicing in 
the prosperity of every other de- 
nomination, in so far as they ace 
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cord with the mind of Christ, we 
shall promote the best interests 
of our own, But if we be more 
concerned to make proselytes to 
a party than converts to Christ, 
we shall defeat our own end; and 
however just our sentiments may 
be with respect to the subjects and 
mode of baptism, we shall be 
found symbolizing with the 
pharisees, who were employed in 
tithing mint and cummin, to the 
neglect of judgment, mercy, and 
the love of God. Fuller. 


Ss 


SELECT SENTENCES. 


A rear Christian, while on 
earth, has his affections much in 
heaven ; but were it possible for 
an unconverted man to be in heav- 
en, his affections would still be 
set on earth. 
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We are never beneath hope 
while we are above hell, and nev- 
er above hope while we are be- 
neath heaven. 

That the thoughts cf a natural 
man are only evil, see Gen. vi. 5; 
that-his words are such, see James 
ii. vi. 8; that his works are such, 
see Psalm xiv. $3; and that his 
thoughts, words, and works are 
such, see Rom. iti. 9. , 

He that hath tasted the bitter- 
ness of sin, will fear to commit 
it; and he that hath felt the 
sweetness of mercy, will fear to 
forfeit it. 

Contention in religion is never 
more hot than when the love of 
professors is most cold. 

Formality in prayer is content 
with only asking ; but Faith will 
not be well satisfied without hope 
of receiving. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


HIBERNIAN SOCIETY, 


[From the London Evan. 


For the information of the friends 
of religion, and particularly of those 
who feel interested for the spiritual 
welfare of Ireland, we subjoin a few 
extracts from letters recently received 
from a valuable correspondent, who 
resides in one of the darkest parts of 
that benighted country :— 

“Mr. C——— is to spend some time 
next Christmas with the masters in 
T——, to perfect*such of them in 
reading the Irish as are yet deficient. 
He is going on well, and has made 
many good frish scholars ia hisschool, 
who, I hope, may be useful in a fa- 





Mag. for March 1811.} 


ture day. Helooks forward with ea- ° 


gerness for the arrival of the Irish 
Testaments, 

‘* Before I conclude; I wish, for the 
satisfaction of the Society, to state 
my growing conviction, that the Lord 
intends good for the benighted inhab- 
itants of this country. The way, I 
trust, is opening fast for a harvest of 
souls among them; and I look upon 
the facility with which conviction has 


been brought to the minds of some . 


Catholic schoolmasters, asa signal 
token for good.” 
In a subsequent letter, the same 





























a ar pay ak Boo Salome eae ee RE ee ee LS ; a 


FER ee eee 
= taal eee 


es 























































































































220 


correspondent thus expresses him- 
self :— 

«¢ The liberal distribution of the 
Scriptures from the Society, and the 
effects of its schools in this neighbor- 
hood, ane ro a great extent about it, 
having already had no little effect in 
a salutary way, I anticipate with 
pleasure the happy result of the con- 
tinuance of its exertions. 

«« The situation of the generality of 
the Catholics, spiritually considered, 
calls aloud on all who know the va!- 
ue of souls, to exert themselves on 
their behalf. Grogser darkness, or 
more consummate ignoranee, cannot 
be found in Otaheite. Could it be 
supposed that, in this country, and at 
this period, any should be found who 
could believe * that the devil hada 
mother!’ and yet, among other things 
equally absurd, this is actually believ- 
ed by thousands here; nay, a few 
Sabbaths since, he who is the spiritu- 
al guide of that communion in this 
parish, actually made a diseourse to 
his flock from the altar, about the 
memorable combat between Sr. Pa- 
trick and the devil’s mother (for 
whom they have a proper name in I. 
rish) which commenced at Crook Pa- 
prick, in the extremity of the county 
of Mayo, and ended at the famous 
Lough Derry, in a remote part of the 
county of Donegal, 

«Mr. C is anxious for the ar- 
rival of the Irish Testaments. —Many 
of his pupils are fully prepared for 
them; and some, who have been with 

him learning the elassics, he has de- 
tained longer than they wished, giv- 
ing them tuition without charge, on 
purpose to have them instracted in 
the Irish Testament. The young man, 
I formerly mentioned, who was in- 
tended for a priest, and who, from 
yeading the Scriptures with Mr. 
C , gave up the idea, was lately 
discharged by his father, for persist- 
ing in his refusal. This young man 
had a Bible (which circumstance gave 
much,offence to-his family ) and they 
wished him to part with it. An ac- 
quaimtance borrowed it for a day; 
and onthe day of its absence, his fa- 
ther’s house, and most of his sub- 
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stance, Were.consumed by fire, though 
armed against the possibility of such 
an event by many crosses of St. Bridg. 
et.—Their superstition then caused 
them to conclude, that had the Bible 
remained, the house would have been 
safe, 

‘While writing, I have been a- 
greeably interrupted by the arrival of 
a young man from T——. Mr. M-—, 
on his last return from. this place, 
stopped for a night at this young 
house. That 
whole country is ip the utmost dark. 
ness. Protestant and Catholic equal- 
ly ignorant ;- but with this difference, 
that the activity of the priests, and 
theirconfident pretensions to the pow- 
er of absolution, generally insures 
the conversion of the protestants to 
this false refuge of lies in their last 
hours. Mr.M—’s host, anold man, 
by profession a Protestant, was’ fast 
verging to this delusion ;—however, 
he had a large family Bible, and, from 
the account the young man has given, 
Mr. M spent the night, to a late 
hour, in expounding so successfully, 
that the old man, and others of his 
neighbours, were convinced of their 
ignorance and delusions, and were 
heartily anxious to be instructed i 
the truth. The old man now rakes 
the Bible his constant study, and says, 
That he reads it with new eyes.— 
The young man called on me, by the 
recommendation of Mr. M——, and, 
indeed, seemed anxious for further in- 
structions He expressed deep regret 
for the ‘ighoratice of the entire coun- 
try between this and C—; and seem- 
ed to think that wonderful effects 
might be expected if Mr. M 
would frequently visit them. This I 
heard with pleasure, as a sure Indica- 
tion that himself was benefitted ; and 
though I cquid not promise them the 
labours of Mr, M——, [| intimated 
that they might expect one capable of 
instructing them. 

‘I trust-that what has already 
been effected her@ by the instrumen- 
tality of the Society, will be matter for 
endless graiitude and praise ; and 1} 
look for greater things in . futyre, 
through the divine goodness.”? 

















THE SOCIETY IN ‘#ENGDAND 
FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 


THe number of subscribing mem- 
bers to this institution is now §$,560, 
of whom about 475 have been added 
since the beginning of 1809. The 
number of schools under their direc- 
tion is 116, containing about 5,000 
scholars, The number of Bibles 
sent to the members during the pre- 
ceding year is 8,760; of New Testa- 
ments and Psalters, 12,540 ; of Com- 
mon Prayers, 19,060; of other bound 
books, 19,440; of tracts, 120 236. 
Besides which, 773 Bibles, 2,629 
New Testaments and Psalters, 76 
Common Prayers, 424 other bound 
books, and 6,114 tracts, have been 
sent gratuitously to the East Indies, 
to the Royal Navy, and in various 
other channels. 

The expenditure of the Society, 
from the 13th April 1809, to March 
29,1810, amounts to about 16,000/. 
Of this sum, about 12,400/. have been 
paid for books, &c.. including the 
Welsh Scriptures, the Manks Com- 
mon prayer, and some prayer books 
for the Danish prisoners in Great 
Britain:, The expense of the East 
India Mission is 1,208/7, and of the 
Scilly mission, 3877. Upwards of 
700/. more are expended in different 
charitable purposes 5 and the remain- 
der in salaries to officers, and various 
contingent expenses. The receipts 
are to a similar amount, and consist 
of, benefactions and legacies, 1,177¢. 
—subscriptions from members, 3,033/. 
—receipts for books, &c. 6,230/. (be- 
sides 5,000/. of arrears still due )— 
dividends of various fuads, of which 
646/ are specifically for the East 
India missions, about 5,100/. The 
remainder consists of a remission of 
the Income tax, 308/. and the pro- 
duce of an estate, 168/. 

Ch, Observ. 


% 





EDINBURGH BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tuer committee of this Society, 
same time ago remitted two donations 
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of 501. sterling, to the Evangelical So- 
ciety at Stockholm,.to be employed 
in diffusing the sacred Scriptures 
among the poor of Sweden. They 
have lately received an answer, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of these 
sums, in the warmest terms of grati- 
tude. The following” is an extract, 
translated from the French. 

‘‘ The committee of the Evangeli- 
cal Society, have charged us to ex- 
press their most lively gratitude, and 
to present the respects due to your 
noble sentiments, and your ardent 
zeal im diffusing on the earth the salu- - 
tary doétrine contained in the Holy 
Scriptures, which we have the happi- 
ness of revering with you, @ the only 
touch-stone of all life-giving wisdom, 
and of all divine truth.” » . 

** Be pleased, gentlemen to be as- 
sured on our part, that we have un- 
derstood perfectly the spirit which 
animates you, and whieh has induced 
youto make us so generous a prés- 
ent. Your donations skall be em- 
ployed with the most scrupulous care, 
in the manner which you have pre- 
scribed. We have already taken 
steps, which enable us to assure you, 
that, for the half of your donation, 
(i.e. 502. sterling), about 1200 bound 
copies of the Books of the New Tes- 
tament shall be found, about the end 
of this current year, among the hands 
of the poor, who, without doubt, 
wilthank, with all their hearts, the 
donors of these precious (etreypes) 
new year’s gifts: The remainder of 
the sum shall be similarly disposed, 
according to your orders, as soon as 
an occasion presents itself, 

** You will learn with joy undoubt- 
edly, thatin every part of our coun- 
try, the demands for our copies of the 
New Testament, (the Old being not 
yet finished), are 80 numerous and sq 
urgent, that, when the third edition, 
(consisting of 6000, which, with the 
two preceding, amounts to a quantity 
of 11,000 copies) shail have left the 
press, there will sull remain, unexe- 
cuted, orders for many thousand cop- 
ies, which will constrain us to “put 
a fourth edition in hands, without de- 
lay.” | 

The intelligence lately received by 
the Edinburgh Bible Society from 
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Ireland, is very encouraging. The 
Hibernian Bible Society held their 
annual meeting in Dublin on the 29th 
ult. when it appeared, that their Cis- 
bursements amounted to near 2,800/, 
Irish, and they came before the public 
with a balance of no more than 16/, 
10s. 8d. On the morning of that 
day, however, they were informed of 
a donation from the Edinburgh Bible 
Society of 2U0/. sterling, which has 
been acknowledged in terms of the 
warmest gratitude. This donation is 
in addition te three former ones, of 
1007. each, .in all 5007. The Hiberni- 
an Bible Society, aided by its varioys 
branches, has been the means of cir- 
culating, by sale, at low prices, dur- 
ing the current year, no fewer than 
5.915 Bibles, and 8,714 Testaments, 
making a total of 14,629! The de- 
mand, so far from abating, is rapidly 
increasing; and the sacred Scrip- 
tures are now exposed for sale, and 
purchased in some ofthe most popish 


parts of that country. 
Ibid, Feb. *11, 





SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND FOR PROP- 
AGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWL- 
EDGE IN THE HI€LHANDS 
AND ISLANDS. 


It is highly gratifying to see this 
institution patronised by able and re- 
spectable members of the Church of 
England. The ‘imstitution is under 
the immediate care of the established 
church of Scotiand, and its affairs are 
managed by her ministers with the 
greatest economy and effect; and 
there is little doubt, that, were it suf- 
ficiently known, among the members 
of their sister church in England, it 
would receive that extensive and 
zealous support, which is never with- 
held by them from any institution, 
built, like the present, on sound prin- 
ciples, proposing as its end the best 
interests of religion and civil society, 
and conducted by the approved friends 
of both. 

Its operations are carried or chiefly 
by means of schools, planted through. 
oat the remote and unenlightened dis. 


222 Society for Propagating Christ. Knonl.——Revivals, &c. [Juny, 


tricts of the North of Scotland, in 
which schools there are regularly and 
daily educated, about sixteen thousand 
children. Its effects have been mani- 
fest on the manners and morality of 
the people, and the advantages at- 
tending it are so justly appreciated by 
the inhabitants, that their constant 
prayer is for an increase of its influ- 
ence. Those who support a society 
by whom sixteen thousand souls are 
thus daily cared for, their minds open- 
ed, their morals improved, their hab- 
its of industry formed, their families 
gladdened, and theircountry benefited, 
may well rejoice in the theught, that 
they are instrumental in a work of 
such philanthropy, patriotism, and 


piety. 2b. 





DOMESTIC, 
REVIVALS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


We have received verbal accounts 
of a very interesting werk of the 
Spirit of God, in Reading and Stone- 
ham, and some other places among 
the Congregationalists. In the Rev. 
Mr. Sanborn’s parish, in Reading, it 
is said that between one and two 
hundreds have given hopeful evidence 
of theirconversion to God; that a 
considerable number of children, from 
five to fourteen years of age, have 
been the subjects of this work. Be- 
twe@p sixty and seventy, we under- 
stand, have made a public profession 
in this parish. A number in the old 
parish, under the care of Rev. Mr. 
Emerson, have shared in this good 
work. 

The cloud has also passed. over 
Stoneham, and some ‘* mercy drops 
have fallen’ on the church and socie- 
ty in that place, of which the Rev, 
Mr. Stephens is Pastor. Forty or 
fifty, of different ages are hopeful 
sharers in the work." Christ is preach- 
ed, and I therefore do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice. ‘ 

The Rev. Mr. Grafton of Newton, 
has also a very pleasing prospect be- 
fore him, . A considerable number in 
different of his society have of 
late. been hopefully brought to the 
knowledge ef the truth, As many as 
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fifteen are said to be waiting to re- 
ceive the ordinance of baptism 4 and 
others are enquiring the way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherward. 

We have heard of revivals of reli- 
gion in many other places, but regret 
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that we have not been able to obtain Kev. Samuel Nott, 


the particulars. 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Bap. Miss. Mag. 





At the Annual Meeting of the 


in 


Rev. Azel Backus, p. pv. 
Rev. Samuel Merwin, 
Mr. Henry Hudson, Secretary. 
Mr. Joseph Rodgers, Treasurer. 
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THE FOLLY OF ATHEISM. 
** Tam fearfully and wonderfully made.” 


Dutt Atheist! could a giddy dance 
Of atoms lawless hurled, 

Construct so wonderful, so wise, 
So harmonized a world ? 

Why do not Arab’s driving sands, 
The sport of every storm, 

Fair freighted fleets, the child of chance, 
Or gorgeous temples form ? 

Presumptuous wretch ! thyself survey, 
That lesser fabric scan ; 

Tell me from whence th’ immortal dust, 
The God, the reptile man ? . 

Where wast thou, when this pop’lous earth 
Front-chaos burst its way, 

When stars exulting sang the morn, 
And hail’d the new-born day? 

What, when the embryo speck of life, 
The miniature of man, 

Nurs’d in the womb, its slender form 
To stretch and swell began ? 

Say, didst thou warp the fibre woof? 
Or mould the sentient brain ? 

Thy fingers stretch the living nerve ! 
Or fill the purple vein ? 

Didst thou then bid the bounding heart 
Its endles@ toil begin ? 

©r clothe in flesh the hard’ning bone, 

Or weave the silken skin? 
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Connecticut Bible Society on the 9th 
ult, the following persons were chosen. 
to the offices set to their names, viz. 


Hon. John Cotton Smith, Pres- 
Gen. Jed. Huntington, } 
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Who bids the babe, to catch the breeze, 
Expand his panting breast ; . 
And with impatient hands untaught, 
The milky rill arrest ? 


Or who with unextinguish’d love { 
The mother’s bosom warms, 

Along the rugged paths of life oan 
To bear it in her arms ? N 

A God! a God! the wide earth shouts; ; : 
A God! the heavens reply ; = 


He moulded in his palm the world, 
And hung it to the sky. 

Let us make man !—With beauty clad, 
And health in every vein ; 

And, reason thron’d upon his brow, 
Step’d forth majestic man. 

Around he turns his wond’ring eyes, 
All nature’s works surveys ; : 

Admires the earth! the skies ! himself ! 
And tries his tongue in praise. 





Ye hills and vales! ye meads and woods £ | 
Bright sun and glitt’ring stars ! tir 
Fair creattres, tell me, if you can, nie 
From whence and what [ am * : , gr 
What parent power, all great and good, | 
Do these around me own ; vo 
Tell me, Creation, tell me how * B erz 
T’ adore the vast Unknown ! the 
| Dr. D—. gic 
* According to his M.S. copy. , tio 
a , 
i 
TO PATRONS. sto 
Werk the last number of the Adviser payment for thetwo first quarters of ob 
the present year became due. We hope no other remark will be necessary, but in 
to inform Susscraisers and AcenTs, thatpunctual payments are highly im- du 


portant to the interests of the establishment. 


TO EDITORS. 
Iz is expected that Editors wil perform their duties, or resign their offices. 









DONATIONS TO THE VT. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





From Rev. Martin Powel, contributed on.a Mission $id0,67 
» Mr. Jephthah Poole, do. do. 3,20" im 
“Two persons, Randolph ° . nt a . 2,50 We 

A Stranger . . 4 ‘ ; ‘. : . 2,00 als 
_A Friend of Missions Sere | ne Te G. 
du 


: DONATION TO THE TRACT SOCIETY: 
nn a oe Se ke Re > a SR 







